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- “Gatekeepers” - “Little Legislatures”

- Seniority System
  Majority=Chair, Minority = Ranking
  1970s “Bill of Rights”
  Republicans = 6 year terms

- House = policy specialists
- Senate = policy generalists

- Speaker’s Power = personal prestige, 
  charisma, knowledge

- Majority/Minority Leaders = foster 
  party unity, chief spokespersons

- Whips = communication, polling, 
  pressure - i.e. “Catch & Release”

- Personal Opinion
- Party Loyalty

- Views of Constituency
- Presidential Support or Opposition

- Interest Groups
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