Iranian Nuts and Bolts

Supreme Leader

•  Selected by the Assembly of Experts

• Ayatollah Khomeini until 1989

• Ayatollah Khamenei since 1989

• Does not have to be the top-ranked cleric

• Mediates between executive, legislature and judiciary
• Commander in chief

• Can nominate chief judge and lower tribunals
• Supervises all politics to ensure conformity with sharia law -- velayat-e faqeh
• Nominates half of Guardian Council

• Appoints Expediency Council 
• Appoints head of media, religious endowments, top government ministries
• Can remove the president

President

• Chief executive

• Directly elected to four year terms in 2-round election system

• Must win an absolute majority of national vote to be elected

• Must be Shia 

• Can sign treaties
• Proposes budget

• Appoints regional governors

•  Appoints National Oil Company directors

• Assisted by “deputy” president

• Ahmadinejad—mayor of Tehran—since 2005

• Rasfanjani—cleric—1989-1997

• Khatami—cleric—1997-2005
Assembly of Experts

• Wrote 1979 constitution.

• Acts as an upper legislative chamber

• Comprised only of clerics

• Directly elected to 10 year terms
• 86 members

• Can dismiss and appoint Supreme Leader

Guardian Council

• 12 members

• 6 appointed by Supreme Leader

• 6 appointed by Chief Judge with Majiles approval

• Determine qualifications for candidates

• Filters ballot access (trend = reject reformists) 

• Supervises elections

• Interprets the constitution

• Must approve all Majiles laws
Majiles

• Constitutional call to represent the nation
• Enacts and changes law with approval of G.C.

• Directly elected to 4 year terms

• 37% decrease in number of clerics since 1980.

• Not a rubberstamp for the president

• Can request removal of the president

• 290 members
• Approves Chief Judge’s list of Guardian Council members

• Can remove cabinet members

• Can withhold approval of budgets and treaties

Expediency Council

• Resolves differences between Guardian Council and Majiles

• Can initiate laws

• Appointed by Supreme Leader

Judiciary

• Chief Judge appointed by Supreme Leader

• Inconsistent treatment of moderates v. Hezbollah

• Sharia Law = regional disparities

• State courts still control appeals

• 4 member Supreme Court 

Bureaucracy

• Clergy monopolizes the power ministries (Intelligence, , Interior, Justice, Culture)
• Clergy empower family and patrons with government jobs.
• Foundation of the Oppressed and Martyrs Foundation manage major businesses+ industries and own huge amounts of land.

Subnational government

• Highly centralized

• Governors appointed by president

• Local councils directly elected

Military

• Key military leaders appointed by Supreme Leader

• Clergy controls military

• Revolutionary Guard—elite loyalty to regime

• Quds Force to export the Islamic revolution

• Basij—volunteer militia responsible for internal security / enforcement of cultural codes

Iranian Nuts and Bolts

Directions: Label the following as :
S.L. (Supreme Leader) 

Exec (President)

AoE (Assembly of Experts)
G.C. (Guardian Council)

Legis (Majiles)

E.C. (Expediency Council)

Jud. (Judiciary)


Bur (Bureaucracy)

Sub (Subnational govt.)
Mil (Military)

_____  Selected by the Assembly of Experts

_____  Ayatollah Khamenei since 1989

_____  Does not have to be the top-ranked cleric

_____  Mediates between exec, legis and judiciary

_____   Constitutional call to represent the nation

_____  Supervises all politics to ensure conformity with sharia law -- velayat-e faqeh

_____  Nominates half of Guardian Council

_____   Basij—volunteer militia responsible for internal security / enforcement of cultural codes

_____   Can withhold OK of budgets and treaties

_____  Appoints head of media, religious endowments, top government ministries

_____   Can remove the president

_____   Chief executive

______  Can remove cabinet members

____  Directly elected to four year terms in 2-round election system

_____  Must win an absolute majority of national vote to be elected

_____   Can sign treaties

_____   Local councils directly elected

_____   Proposes budget

_____  Governors appointed by president

_____   Revolutionary Guard—elite loyalty to regime

_____  Appoints National Oil Company directors

_____   Enacts and changes law with approval of G.C.

_____   Assisted by “deputy” president

_____   Ahmadinejad-mayor of Tehran-since 2005

_____  Rasfanjani—cleric—1989-1997

_____  Khatami—cleric—1997-2005

_____  Wrote 1979 constitution.

_____   Acts as an upper legislative chamber

_____   Decrease in number of clerics since 1980.

_____   Directly elected to 10 year terms

_____   86 members

_____   Can dismiss and appoint Supreme Leader

_____   Can initiate laws

_____   12 members

_____   6 appointed by Supreme Leader

_____  Determine qualifications for candidates

_____   Filter ballot access (trend= reject reformists) 

_____   Commander in chief

_____   Supervises elections

_____  Ayatollah Khomeini until 1989

_____   Must approve all Majiles laws
_____   Directly elected to 4 year terms

_____   Not a rubberstamp for the president

_____   Chief Judge appointed by Supreme Leader

_____   Can request removal of the president

_____  Appoints regional governors

_____   290 members

_____   Can nominate chief judge and lower judges
_____  Approves Chief Judge’s list of Guardian Council members

_____  Key military leaders OKd by Supreme Leader

_____   Resolves differences between Guardian Council and Majiles

_____   Appointed by Supreme Leader

_____  Different treatment of reformers v. Hezbollah

_____   Sharia Law = regional disparities

_____   Interprets the constitution

_____  State courts still control appeals

_____   4 member Supreme Court 

_____  Clergy monopolizes the power ministries (Intelligence, , Interior, Justice, Culture)

_____   Clergy empower family and patrons with government jobs.

_____  Comprised only of clerics

_____   Foundation of the Oppressed and Martyrs Foundation manage major businesses+ industries and own huge amounts of land.

_____  6 appointed by Chief Judge with Majiles OK
_____  Appoints Expediency Council 

_____   Highly centralized

_____   Clergy controls military

_____   Quds Force to export the Islamic revolution

Iranian Nuts and Bolts
Directions: Label the following as :
S.L. (Supreme Leader) 

Exec (President)

AoE (Assembly of Experts)

G.C. (Guardian Council)

Legis (Majiles)

E.C. (Expediency Council)

Jud. (Judiciary)


Bur (Bureaucracy)

Sub (Subnational govt.)

Mil (Military)

_____  Selected by the Assembly of Experts

_____  Ayatollah Khamenei since 1989

_____  Does not have to be the top-ranked cleric

_____  Mediates between exec, legis and judiciary

_____   Constitutional call to represent the nation

_____  Supervises all politics to ensure conformity with sharia law -- velayat-e faqeh

_____  Nominates half of Guardian Council

_____   Basij—volunteer militia responsible for internal security / enforcement of cultural codes

_____   Can withhold OK of budgets and treaties

_____  Appoints head of media, religious endowments, top government ministries

_____   Can remove the president

_____   Chief executive

______  Can remove cabinet members

____  Directly elected to four year terms in 2-round election system

_____  Must win an absolute majority of national vote to be elected

_____   Can sign treaties

_____   Local councils directly elected

_____   Proposes budget

_____  Governors appointed by president

_____   Revolutionary Guard—elite loyalty to regime

_____  Appoints National Oil Company directors

_____   Enacts and changes law with approval of G.C.

_____   Assisted by “deputy” president

_____   Ahmadinejad-mayor of Tehran-since 2005

_____  Rasfanjani—cleric—1989-1997

_____  Khatami—cleric—1997-2005

_____  Wrote 1979 constitution.

_____   Acts as an upper legislative chamber

_____   Decrease in number of clerics since 1980.

_____   Directly elected to 10 year terms

_____   86 members

_____   Can dismiss and appoint Supreme Leader

_____   Can initiate laws

_____   12 members

_____   6 appointed by Supreme Leader

_____  Determine qualifications for candidates

_____   Filter ballot access (trend= reject reformists) 

_____   Commander in chief

_____   Supervises elections

_____  Ayatollah Khomeini until 1989

_____   Must approve all Majiles laws
_____   Directly elected to 4 year terms

_____   Not a rubberstamp for the president

_____   Chief Judge appointed by Supreme Leader

_____   Can request removal of the president

_____  Appoints regional governors

_____   290 members

_____   Can nominate chief judge and lower judges
_____  Approves Chief Judge’s list of Guardian Council members

_____  Key military leaders OKd by Supreme Leader

_____   Resolves differences between Guardian Council and Majiles

_____   Appointed by Supreme Leader

_____  Different treatment of reformers v. Hezbollah

_____   Sharia Law = regional disparities

_____   Interprets the constitution

_____  State courts still control appeals

_____   4 member Supreme Court 

_____  Clergy monopolizes the power ministries (Intelligence, , Interior, Justice, Culture)

_____   Clergy empower family and patrons with government jobs.

_____  Comprised only of clerics

_____   Foundation of the Oppressed and Martyrs Foundation manage major businesses+ industries and own huge amounts of land.

_____  6 appointed by Chief Judge with Majiles OK
_____  Appoints Expediency Council 

_____   Highly centralized

_____   Clergy controls military

_____   Quds Force to export the Islamic revolution

