APGOPO – Testing Information & Practice
Typical types of multiple choice questions:

(A) Definition or Identification – ask you to recognize something and know what it is

(B) Cause and Effect – ask which event causes another or what is the reason for something

(C) Roman Numeral – you are given the question and several statements, phrases or words relating to the question.  Ask you to decide which of the statements, etc. are correct.

(D) Except or Not – four of the choices are correct, you must find the answer that is wrong

(E) Supreme Court Decisions – ask you to identify, interpret, or compare one or more well-known Supreme Court decisions

Sample Questions:

1. Because the Founding Fathers (Framers) believed they were creating a government of limited powers, they felt it necessary to

(A) specify what Congress could not do.

(B) include a bill of rights.

(C) impose checks on presidential power.

(D) have the Senate directly elected.

(E) outline the powers of the states. 

2. Which of the following is NOT a traditional characteristic of a republic?
(A) An informed electorate
(B) A bill of rights
(C) Public participation
(D) Equal access to government institutions
(E) nNational elections
3. Which of the following are examples of checks and balances? 
I. Congress’ confirmation of presidential appointments.

II. The president’s authority to veto legislation.
III. The Supreme Court’s power of judicial review.

IV. The president’s control over the budget.
(A) II only

(B) I and IV only

(C) II and III only

(D) I, III and IV only

(E) I, II, III and IV
4. The failure of the Articles of Confederation and necessity for a new Constitution were made evident by

(A) success of the American Revolution.

(B) legislature’s inability to select a president.

(C) need for a bicameral legislature.

(D) government’s inability to subdue Shays’ Rebellion.

(E) excess of centralized power in the national government. 
5. Which of the following concepts best illustrates the underlying theory of democracy?

(A) Rights of the Accused

(B) Separation of Powers

(C) Majority Rule, Minority Rights

(D) Bicameralism

(E) Worth of the Individual
BONUS Questions:

6. All of the following are features of the United States’ federal system of government EXCEPT

(A)  Separation of Powers

(B)  Checks and Balances

(C)  Unitary System

(D)  Popular Sovereignty

(E)  Limited Majority Rule

7. What type of governing system is described as number of independent states loosely connected by a central government?

(A)  Representative Democracy

(B)  Authoritarian Dictatorship

(C)  Unitary

(D)  Confederate

(E)  Federal

8. Which of the following factors influence the development of political culture?

I. Governing Power

II.  Religious Beliefs

III.  Levels of Political Tolerance

IV.  Mass Media

V.  Political Activities

(A) V only

(B) I and IV only

(C) II, III and V only

(D) I, II, III and IV only

(E) I, II, III, IV and V

Use the following excerpt from Federalist 51 to answer questions 9 and 10.

Ambition must be made to counteract ambition.  The interest of man must be connected with the constitutional right of the place.  It may be a reflection on human nature that such devices should be necessary to control the abuses of government.  But what is government itself but the greatest of all reflections on human nature?  If men were angels, no government would be necessary. 

9. Which of the following fundamental principles does this statement best reflect?

(A)  Federalism
(B)  Preservation of Property

(C)  Representative Government

(D)  Separation of Powers
(E)  Bill of Rights

10. Which of the following Constitutional features does this passage most justify?

(A)  The establishment of an Electoral College.

(B)  Federal control of the public education system.

(C)  An independently elected president.

(D)  Federal power over interstate commerce.

(E) The division of the legislative branch into two houses. 

Answers:  1 – A, 2 – A (tough AP ?). 3 – E, 4 – D, 5 – C, 6 – C, 7 – D, 8 – E, 9 – D, 10 - E
